WAR MAKES
OLD CUSTOM
EFFECTIVE

N o
Ancient Hebrew Law Gains
Authority in Minneapo-
lis; Does Not Apply
’ to Duluth.

Rabbl Mauribe Lefiovits atated last
-nlght that the anclent law of “get’
which now in wartime is occasloning
much comment as a purely Hebrew
custom, has no application in Duluth,
where the Jews are for the most part,
reformed Jews, and abide by the “law
of the land,” in the granting of di-
vorces. Rabbi Teplitz of the ortho-
dox Jews here condrmea this opinion
~and sald that he raw no occasion for
reviewing an ancient law, He has
had no cases of it.

'hia “get,” as it.1s called, originated
in the ancient Biblical custom In the
time of King David. According to that,
the Hebrew soldler' who died on the
battle field, safeguarded his wife
against the tragedy of “Enoch Arden,”
by leaving In her hands this condi-
tional divorec, the glving of which
was attended,by many elaborate and
sad ceremonles, performed before wit-
nesses. X

The ‘“get” has been jssued widely
in Europe since the outbreak of the
war, and Rabbi S§. M, Sibler of Min-
neapolis, expects that many orthodox
Jews in that ~!ly will come to him
befors they go into service. He Is
the only ribbl in the city empowered
to grant such a divorce, which it
must bu underdtood, is only* the re-
ligiour ceremony. The ‘“get” must
be followed by the civil action before :
it is eftective. :
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